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genie right ventricular dysplasia (ARVD) and co- 
se have gained considerable attention as possible 
etiologies for sudden unexpected nontraumatic death (SUND) 
in well-defined populations. The cause of SJMD oq resi- 
ii 
age 20-40 years during 1960-1989 in Olmsteo County, 
as assessed with autopsy results and reenaminations 
of multiple histologic and gross specimens in all pts. 
Cause of SUN0 
Years 
1960-69 5/6 4.5/6.5 3 3 12 
1970-79 817 5.4/5.6 5 4 
ri 
3 1 
artery disease; OCD=other cardiac disease; WD=wascular 
disease; NCVD=noncardiowarcular disease; UC=unknown cause. 
OCD includes myocarditis (3), hypertrophic cardiomyopathy 
(2). and suspected primary arrhythmias (9). 
During 1980-1989, 8 (30%) had history of cocaine abuse 
without evidence of acute intoxication; of the 8, 3 each 
died of CAD and primary arrhythmia, 2 had OCD. Only 2 of 
suspected arrhythmias had pathological evidence 
onduction system disease; none had ARVO. 
: 2) A high prevalence of cocaine abuse was 
young adults dying suddenly; however, none 
acutely intoxicated at time of death. 2) CAD was a less 
common cause of SUN0 in young adults (32%) than in older 
population. 3) The incidence of SUMI in young nale adults 
has increased in the last decade. 4) No ARWD has been 
observed in the Olmsted County population. 
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